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In policy and academic discourse alike, AI and the Anthropocene are represented as radically disrupting
life on earth as we know it.While often treated as separate fields of securitization, contemporary military
imaginaries of future wars increasingly articulate a blurred boundary between the natural and the digital.
This panel seeks to explore and problematize this growing indistinction.

For instance, US military discourse speaks of a future in which the complexity of digital and natural
systems will increasingly conflate, creating compounded, accelerated, and as yet unknown threats (NSI,
2020). For NATO, emergent AI-technology represents not only a promise of adapting to a changing
environment – in part by enabling military personnel to act in extreme weather conditions – but is also
envisioned as a means to make war “more climate friendly” (NATO, 2021).

In the complex geography of the Anthropocene, AI is employed to sense, map, and predict emergent
threats (Chandler, 2018) – increasingly referred to as “black swans” (NSI, 2020). It is through intelligent
technologies that the Anthropocene becomes knowable and actionable (Rothe, 2017) – making AI-
generated models, in some sense, performative of the Anthropocene. Vice versa, the Anthropocene has
also been claimed to be performative of AI, as exemplified by the development of intelligent
technologies, such as drone swarming (Shaw, 2017;Arvidsson, 2020), that are designed to mimic nature.

We invite papers from across disciplines that employ critical methodologies and theories to grapple with
the conflation of AI and theAnthropocene in military discourse and practice.We welcome papers of both
theoretical and empirical kind and we encourage submissions from both junior and senior scholars.

Questions to be discussed during the panel include, but are by no means limited to:

• What challenges do AI and the Anthropocene represent to modernist understandings and practices of war?
• How does the use of predictive AI-models condition how the Anthropocene is performed and becomes

governable?
• How are military imaginaries of AI and the Anthropocene conflated and/or separated in military discourse

and practices?
• How do Modern military assemblages and preconceptions of war influence how both AI and the

Anthropocene are perceived, handled, and prepared for?
• How do military discourses and practices reproduce and/or re-negotiate racial, colonial, economic, and

gendered power relations in a digital world marked by climate change?
• How do changing geopolitical realities shape how military assemblages act in relation to AI and the

Anthropocene?
• With what methodologies can the relation between AI and the Anthropocene in military assemblages be

studied?
• How are the use and role of military technology envisioned in the Anthropocene?

Submit your abstract by 9 March to claes.wrangel@cemfor.uu.se.We will then upload approved abstracts
via EISA’s submission site.
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